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For “The Friend.” 


in Him. Yes, dear friend, my fervent desire 
is that I may so live, that should it please my 
Heavenly Father to prolong my life, I may 
be a helper in his church, or should He see 
meet to call me home in the morning of my 
day, I may have the blessed assurance of a 
glorious immortality.” 

5th mo. 1855. ‘ Heard yesterday of the 
death of one of your children—no doubt it is 


a trial to you all; but He who knows what is| 


best for us, hath done it, and we can only 
say, ‘Thy will be done.’ It is good for us to 
bave trials to bear, good for us all to be afflict- 
ed; and oh! what necessity there is for each 


NO. 44. 


there is for every soul to draw near unto Him 
iwho alone is able to save, and make us wise 
unto salvation; it shows us that the way of 
holiness is the alone sure way of safety, for 
even infancy and youth are not exempt from 
death, we cannot secure unto ourselves one 
day, and oh! the awfulness of leaving an ac- 
quaintance with God for a sick bed; but the 
i blessedness of that condition wherein we could 
jadopt the language of dear cousin D., ‘If I 
die I go happy, I know I will.’ I trust these 
things may not be forgotten, but be stamped 
on.,;'t minds indelibly, and be the means of 
weaning us from this world, and drawing us 


A few extracts from letters of a dear young jone of us to set our honses in order, trim our|nearer unto our holy Head, who can do all 


woman who deceased not very longago. She 
was one who was found living daily in the 
fear of the Lord, and when the “ midnight 
ery” was heard, was prepared we humbly be- 
lieve, to enter into the joy of her Lord, and 
her Heavenly Master's rest. 

‘Blessed are the dead who have died in the 
Lord, they do rest from their labors and their 
works do follow them.” Blessed, also, are the 
living who live inthe Lord. Ah! there are 
dear young people still left, whose daily con- 
cern is to be found living in the Lord’s most 
holy fear; may all such as these be helped on 
their way, and be made, in the Lord, helpers 
unto others. Remember, my precious young 
friends, “ The work of righteousness shall be 
peace ; and the effect of righteousness, quiet- 
ness and assurance forever.” 


11th mo. 28th, 1854. “Though this life is 
one of trials and difficulties, still how many, 
very many, blessings we enjoy. He whose 
compassionate mercy faileth not, is daily 
pleased to shower down numberless blessings 
upon us ; and though in our path we find many 
trials, ] believe even these are sent in mercy, 
to wean us from this world, and to teach us 
this earth is not our abiding place, nor ‘ the 
lot of our inheritance ;’ the time is fast ap- 
proaching when we shall all be gathered to 
our final resting place, and each one will have 
to offer up a strict account for themselves. 
My desire is that I may so live that when my 
summons comes, if at midnight, at cock crow- 
ing or at noonday, I may be found among the 
happy number who have bowed their necks 
to the yoke of Christ: and having taken up 
the cross, are prepared to wear an unfading 
crown of glory. 

To-morrow I suppose Enos Thomas will 
be carried to the silent grave: another warn- 
ing for us to prepare to meet our Lord, seeing 
we know not when the call may be extended.” 

12th mo. 27th, 1854. “It does seem this 
evening, dear friend, that I hear the ‘still 


small voice,’ entreating me to ‘come taste| 


and see that the Lord is good,’ and I do not 


think I ever felta greater desire to live aright, | 


and a willingness to yield my heart wholly 
up unto Him whose compassionate mercy 
faileth not, and who, I know, is able to com- 
fort and support all those who put their trust 


lamps, and keep them burning, * * * Ido 
\crave, dear friend, to be of the happy number, 
whose work keeps pace with the day; dwel. 
ling continually in the love and fear of Him, 
‘whose ways are not as our ways, nor his 
thoughts as our thoughts ;’ looking unto Him 
as my only hope and helper; and | think I 
can say, 1 have not sought his face in vain, 
but ofttimes experience his divine hand upon 
me ; for these, and his many mercies, I desire 
to render thanks, and crave a continuation of 
them for by Him alone we can be saved; 
with Him is everlasting joy; without Him 
there is no peace.” 

Ist mo. 1856. After speaking of ‘“‘ renewed 
idesires to tread the path that alone will con- 
duct me to a bappy and peaceful conclusion,” 
she says: ‘Every day the relentless hand of 
death is reminding us, that we have no con. 
tinuing city here, and youth is in no ways 
exempt from thestroke. My feelings are oft- 
times awakened to the sense of my own un- 
faithfulness, and I often query with myself, 
‘Am I prepared to go?’ I do desire to bow 
my neck to his yoke, and yield to the purify- 
ing operations of grace on my heart, that when 
my call shall come, whether suddenly or other- 
wise, I may with faith in my Redeemer look 
with an eye of confidence beyond the things 
of time, and hope fur a glorious admittance 
into the realms of eternal happiness, where I 
hope to be made participant in the joys un- 
known to mortals.” 

11th mo. 1856. * * * “Time in its rapid 
course has brought many changes ; death has 
severed the links of affection that bound us 
to a darling little babe committed to our care 
for a short time, and also taken away two 
affectionate cousins ; we have watched beside 
the sick, and we thought dying-bed of a dear 
sister, and were at one time made willing, | 
trust, to adopt the language, ‘ If this cup pass 
not from me, except I drink it, Thy will not 
mine be done;”’ but through the adorable 
mercy of Him to whom belongs all power, she 
hath been restored. 

Truly, dear friend, there is cause of thank- 
fulness even in these afflictions, that the way 
bath been made clear, and the outstretched 
arm of the Most High hath been underneath 
to support each one through the dark valley 
of the shadow of death. Oh! the necessity 








things whatsoever we ask ; as our entire faith 
is in Him, and a willingness on our part to 
serve Him with a perfect beart and a willing 
mind, bard things wiil be made easy, and 
bitter things sweet ; and when the awful mes- 
senger of death shall approach, there will be 
a blessed assurance granted of rest beyond the 
grave—even a glorious immortality in the 
regions of eternal joy, where there is no more 
sorrow or sighing, neither sickness nor pain, 
but joy and gladness that mortal knows not 
\of,—for eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man 
to conceive the good things that God hath in 
store for them that love Him’ * * * May 
the Lord not cast me off, but continue to purge 
and purify until | am made clean in bis holy 
eyesight, and prepared for a glorious immor- 
tality.” 

7th mo. 1857. * * * “ Poor creature as I 
am I feel that I can acknowledge to the ten- 
dering visitations of my Heavenly Father’s 
love to my poor soul, and in sincerity I crave 
ithat he would continue to visit and re-visit me 
till all is brought into a conformity to his will, 
ithat so my whole heart may be given up un- 
reservedly to serving Him; then whether 
many days or few be allotted me on earth, all 
will be well. Such are my desires for myself 
and for many others, that we may all choose 
the Lord for our portion ; for my young com- 
panvions and friends I feel this, and should re- 
joice could we all bow together at the Heaven- 
ly footstool, and feel every one for ourselves 
the blessedness of the truth, that ‘it is better 
to suffer affliction with the people of God than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season,’ 
Then there would be no dread of death. No! 
‘none could fear to die, for having done his 
lwill on earth, they could hope for rest in 
Heaven.” 

10th mo. 1857. * * * “I was disappointed 
I could not attend our last Monthly Meeting 
—was glad to hear you had a good one. What 
a blessing a good meeting is! think of latter 
times I more fully know the value of it, though 
have often to regret my weakness in not firmly 
enough resisting the adversary when he pre- 
sents himself and draws my mind away from 
‘heavenly contemplations, * * * it is not in 
lus to resist his entreaties ourselves, it is only 
as we receive strength from our Heavenly 
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Father that we'can soar above him: He it is 
who helps when all else fails. * * * Not that 
I would exalt the creature, dear friend, but I 
feel I can acknowledge to the tender dealings 
of the Saviour, * * * through the unmerited 
mercy of a crucified and risen Lord. * * * 
The removal by death of many of the pillars 
of our church of latter time, has, 1 humbly 
hope, a tendency to increase my desire after 
good things; that there may be a succession 
raised up to plead the Master’scause. Truly, 
dear friend, I desire to grow in grace, that 
should my life be lengthened out, I may be 
made a fruit-bearing branch in the Lord’s 
vineyard—or should the work be cut short, 
may it be in righteousness. 

No date. “ Very often of latter time, I have 
been made to dwell on the uncertainty of life, 
and the certainty of death, and how necessary 
it is for every one to live in a state of prepara- 
tion should it please Him whose ways are 
inscrutable, to send his messenger at an un- 
looked for hour, that so we may be frund 
with our lamps trimmed and burning. she 
ways of Providence are mysterious, and we 
can only submit to what He directs. * * 
No one can commence the work of the soul’s 
salvation too early in life; how often do we 
see the truth verified, ‘the young may die.’ 
Then happy they who have submitted to the 
spirit of truth, and have become redeemed 
from the world, and live in accordance with 
what their Great Master may require at their 
hands. There is but the one way to the 
kingdom, even the ‘strait and narrow way,’ 
and in it we must walk if we become children 
of the Most High, and heirs of his kingdom— 
though it leads to the foot of the cross, it isa 
safe way, * * * may I early learn to bow 
my neck to his yoke, take up my cross and 
follow Him the great ‘I AM,’ then when the 
hour of dissolution arrives, death can bring 
to me no fears.” 


In the early death of this dear young friend: 
how strikingly was illustrated the Scripture 
declaration: “O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory ?” 

4th mo. 1880. 


For ‘‘The Friend” | 


The Locusts, 
It is well known that the Locusts in their 


wise on the back, and soon the real Locust 
crawls out of its yellow casing, as white and 
as tender, apparently, as a lamp of milk-curd. 
The wings at this time are in folds, each form- 
ing a narrow pointed strip; but in the course 
of ten or fifteen minutes they open out beau- 
tifully transparent, and as fine in appeararice 
as the most delicate texture of paper. They 
generally cling closely to their bursted shell 
till they gain sufficient strength to crawl from 
it, and as the minutes pass on their color 
gradually changes to a dark brown, and in a 
few hours they are able to fly. Close obser- 
vation justifies the belief that they always 
come up in the night. This conclusion is 
come to from the fact of never having actually 
seen one break through the surface; but in 
the twilight of the morning some may be 
found but a few inches from the aperture 
which they had evidently left but a short 
time before, while others had been out long 
enough to crawl up a short distance, and 
others to greater heights, and so on. 

In accordance with my observation, there 
appears to be two distinct classes of them, 
male and female of each class. The females 
of neither class make any noise. The males 
commence singing about the third day after 
their appearance above ground ; but each class 
sings its own peculiar song, having but little 
resemblance to each other. There is also a 
difference in the size and color of the two 
classes. The larger ones are brown, as before 
stated, and make a noise resembling the word 
“ Pharo,” while the smaller ones are black, 
and make a sharp shrill noise similar to that 
of a grasshopper, or katy-did, except louder 
and more extended.* 

There is still another trait in the smaller 
ones peculiar to themselves ; their shrill notes 
are but seldom heard in the forepart of the 
day, but commence soon after noon, and con- 
tinue till night; while the larger ones are 
heard at all times in each day while they live. 

The males of both classes have small bel- 
lows or air-valves at the waist, under their 
wings, somewhat resembling in size and ap- 
pearance, one half of a small pea; and while 
they are in the act of singing, those valves 
vibrate, or quake, similar to the agitated rat- 
tles of a snake. The females have no valves, 
but have perforators, which the males are 
destitute of. Their perforators are about three- 


periodical return do not visit all parts of the/eighths of an inch in length, and with these 
country at the same time, and that they make |they deposit their eggs in the tender branches 
their appearance in the same district but once |of the trees by inserting them their full length 
in a term of seventeen years; hence, those|in such a number of places, so closely con- 
who were children too young to recollect much | nected, that many branches are perforated to 
concerning them at the time of their appear-|the heart almost from end to end. 
ance seventeen years ago, are now nearly; This work of depositing the egg for the 
grown to the age of maturity, and may desire| perpetuation of the species, appears to be the 
to know some details of previous observation|whole object of their active existence ; for 
as a starting point for their investigations at|when this is done, a few more days of aged, 
the present time, and perhaps, a more correct|bodily infirmity closes their career of only 
description. ; : about twenty-six days; during which time 
Early in the spring preceding their appear-|there is no appearance of their partaking of 
ance they may be found, from six to eight/food of any kind. 
inches below the surtace of the earth, in the} In this singular place of deposit the eggs 
form of a large pale-yellow bug. They be-|remain for a period of about seventy days, 
come more numerous as the season advances,|/when they disappear and return to the earth 
untii about the 20th of Fifth month they be-|from whence they came, there to remain in- 
gin to appear above the surface, each leaving| visible through a process unknown for another 
an opening in the ground about three-eighths|long term of seventeen years. 
of an inch in diameter, and immediately} The periodical appearance of this mysteri- 
commence climbing up on trees, fences, or|ous portion of creation introduces to the mind 
—— _ within their reach; and after 
elevating themselves sufficiently as instinct| « 7);, 1, is ti 
inclines them, they commence opeslng length-|in ities rey 


a channel of serious thoughtfulness, and man 
solemn associations. The query forcibly arises 
on again hearing their mournful song, “‘ Where 
now are those dear ones with whom we min. 
gled when last before we heard the same?” 
‘* Or those little prattlers who then composed 
our social family band—where are they? and 
how performing the duties required of them 
in accordance with their parents’ wishes, and 
their Heavenly Father’s will?’ “The dear 
aged parent, perhaps,—and counseller—the 
truly affectionate companion and bosom friend; 
or other near relatives and friends, who were 
then sharing with us the enjoyment of life— 
where are they? perhaps long ago removed 
from our sight to be seen of men no more, 
while we still remain as monuments of his 
unmerited mercy; and long before the next 
term expires our heads may be lying as low 
as theirs.” 

These are solemn reflections, and only a 
few of the many intimately associated with 
the return of those numerous little visitors, 
What a lesson of instruction may daily be 
drawn from their earnest devotedness and 
active perseverancein accomplishing the work 
designed for them to doin the very brief space 
of time allotted to them! They do not put 
off till to-morrow what can be done to-day, 
but industriously pursue their round of duties; 
moving from place to place, and repeating 
their mournful song as though conscious of the 
shortness of their time, and that their long 
night was approaching wherein they could 
not work. 

How prone is thoughtless, procrastinatin 
man to do otherwise; like the short-lived 
Locust, he comes from the earth, and unto the 
earth he soon returns; but is he as faithfal to 
fulfil the design of his existence by perform- 
ing the great work required of him, while 
time and opportunity is afforded? Man comes 
into the world a more helpless creature; 
instinctively clinging to that which affords 
him support; wholly dependent on the hand 
that provides for him. Did he through faith- 
ful obedience to his great Creator, only retain 
the innocency and simplicity of this dependent 
state in the strength of manhood, experienc- 
ing it to influence all his movements, and 
govern all his actions through life, how much 
more a parallel case in accordance with the 
design of his creation, and how great his peace 
in the end! F, 

Ohio, 5th mo. 27th, 1880. 


Brands Plucked from the Fire—aA plain 
countryman who had been effectually called 
by divine grace, by means of a sermon from 
Zech. iii. 2, was some time after solicited by 
an old companion to accompany him to the 
ale-house; but the good man strongly resisted 
every persuasion, saying, “I am a brand 
plucked from the fire.” His old companion 
not understanding this, he explained it to him 
thus: “ Look ye,” said he; “ there is a great 
difference between a brand and a green stick. 
If a spark flies upon a brand that has been 
partly burnt, it will soon catch fire again ; but 
it is not so with a green stick. I tell youl 
am that brand plucked out of the fire, and I 
dare not venture in the way of temptation, 
for fear of being set on fire again.” 

aneqsetigithiiniene 

If rich, be not too joyful in having; too 
solicitous in keeping; too anxious in increas- 
ing ; nor too sorrowful in losing, 





The Shepherd’s Voice, 
Hearing it. 
BY HORATIUS BONAR. 

Here, amid the sounds of earth, many things 
come in to intercept or to drown this voice; 
god even the sheep often cease to hear it, or 
hear it only as an indistinct, uncertain sound. 
Nay, we allow these interruptions ; we suffer 
the voices of the world to deaden the heavenly 
yoice; we tolerate, or, perhaps, at times, 
cherish, the things which render us “dull of 
hearing,” insensible to the blessed sounds. 

“The cares of this world, the deceitfulness 
of riches, and the lusts of other things,” all 
tend to drown the Shepherd’s voice. Busi- 
ness, pleasure, politics, literature, worldly en- 

ossments, and idle vanities, all tend to this. 
The newspaper, the novel, the fascinating 
volume, tend to this. The excessive love of 
art, the eagerness to keep abreast with the 
topics and speculations of the day, and even 
the pursuit of science, tend to this. Domestic 
anxieties, public duties, idle amusements, ex- 
cessive Or unwise recreations and self indul- 

nees, tend to this. The “itching ear,” the 
ove of change and novelty, the whirl of so- 
ciety, the incessant motion by which eve 
one is more or less affected in this age of rail- 
ways and telegraphs, the restlessness of men 
and things around us, tend to this. It is not 
easy to hear the Shepherd’s voice in the midst 
of all this bustle and turmoil, these snares and 
attractions. Oh, how careful should the sheep 


be to watch against all these disadvantages | 


and difficulties, lawful or unlawful as they 
may be. If they intercept the gracious voice, 
that is enough for us. They must be shunned. 
Nothing must be allowed to come between 
the sheep and the Shepherd, or blunt the in- 
fluence of his voice. Even when the things 
are lawful and harmless in themselves, the 
question requires always to be considered, 


“How do they affect our hearing of the Shep- | 


herd’s voice?” Yes; and even in Christian 
work this ought more to be weighed than it 
often is. I may be allowed to say, and I do 
not say it unadvisedly, that work for Christ 
sometimes comes between us and Christ. Worldly 
bustle is not the only kind of bustle that in- 
tercepts the voice; religious bustle does the 
same. It is in solitude that this voice sounds 
clearest, sweetest, fullest; and though He 
calls us to work, and to abound in work, yet 
we must keep in mind the danger to which 
excessive work (without intervals of solitude) 
exposes us. The political platform is not the 
place for hearing that voice; but sometimes 
the religious platform proves no less a snare. 
The crowded meeting, the eloquent speech, 
the fervent appeal, the hearty music, are very 
enjoyable, but they are not without their 
perils. The Shepherd’s voice may perchance 
be lost in the excitement of human feeling. 
To go ‘‘ out of hearing” of that voice is fatal 
to our following Him ; but even when we keep 


with; ; 
ithin hearing, we must be on our guard, lest \speake, at the moment of awaking from sleep 


in the confusion and mixture of other soands 
the one dear voice should lose all its power 
and sweetness. For there is but one voice that 
the flock needs to hear, and to hear continu- 
ally. Whatever, then, dulls that voice, or 
divides its influence, is injury, with which we 
dare not trifle. 

I remember one, a classical scholar, who, 
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ing was a true and healthy one. Everything 
must give way to spiritual progress. 

I have heard of another, a musician, who, 
in similar circumstances, did the same with 
music. He could not trust himself to go on 
as he had done. His spiritual welfare was at 
stake. Music was not Christ; and he had too 
long treated it as if it had been so. He had 
delighted in it; he had lived in it and upon it. 
But a voice sweeter than all earthly sweet- 
ness bad now reached his ear ; and everything 
must be surrendered to that. 

There was a congregation in which music 
was cultivated to the utmost. The ear was 
gratified every Sunday with singing of the 
most perfect kind. Worldly men dropped in 
to hear the musical “treat” prepared in the 
name of worship, and went away in raptures. 
But as these dropped in the rodly dropped 
out. They could no longer hear the Shep- 
herd’s voice. It was drowned in human 
melody. 


The Shepherd’s voice! In this day of dis- 
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and the Hindranees to our It may be that he went too far; but his feel-|fulness over me, as lately at times my spirits 


have been rather depressed, so that it was 
late ere I could settle to sleep without a deep 
earnest wrestling for help, and for an evidence 
that the Lord would not leave me nor forsake 
me, feeling 1 could say, ‘O Lord, I will not 
let thee go unless thou bless me!’ After 
which I had some sweet sleep for hours, and 
from which I partly awoke with a sense of 
feeling a gentle pressure of a hand on my right 
shoulder, which roused me from my sleep, 
when I clearly seemed to see it, and beautifully 
white it was; and also the appearance of the 
Lord my Saviour standing close beside me, 
Shining in his most glorious brightness. The 
vision, if I may so express it, was only per- 
mitted me to be as a transient view, which too 
soon passed away, for it was magnificently 
beautiful and glorious, which my eyes feasted 
upon while it lasted, with intense admiration ; 
and on quite waking up, my mind was filled 
with thankfulness and praise, in the full assur- 
ance that my prayer had been received. Oh! 
what can I render unto the Lord for all bis 


cord, this age of Babel-sounds, this time of|manifold gifts and tender mercies unto me 


worldly enlightenment, and breadth of thought 
and endless variety of speech; how needful 


that alone can revive the Church of God and 
lift us out of our low and second-rate Chris- 
tianity. Spasmodic efforts, great organiza- 
tions, eloquent orators, large societies, will 
not lift us up. They will only galvanize and 
produce a hollow religion. Culture, poetry, 
literature, song, sensation, will not supply the 
lack of the Holy Spirit, or make up for the 
want of the Shepherd’s voice. 

Let us listen to that voice, and the true 
revival comes. For that voice awakes the 
sleeper and raises the dead. Let us allow 
nothing of earth or of self, or of the flesh, or 
jof man, to come between us and that voice. 
‘Is not this the Church’s great sin, and the 


| 





| cause of declension among us, that she islisten- 
|ing to other voices, and is led captive by other 
sounds? The one voice that contains life is 
left unheard !— Word and Work. 


For “The Friend.” 
“T will not let thee go unless thou bless me.” 


The following memorandum was found in 
ithe pocket book of a Friend in England, after 
‘her decease, which occurred about a year sub- 
sequent to the date attached to it, at the ad- 
vanced age of 82. Her niece (from whom it 
| was received) states, that she was a “ sincere 
disciple,” and that the year preceding her 
\death “ was marked by ripening fruits of faith, 
|hope and love.” 

There is something instructive in the lively 
‘concern manifested by this aged Friend to 
‘be kept under the preserving care of her 


| 


|Heavenly Father; and in the sweet sense of, 


his love and goodness which was given in 
janswer to her prayers. The impressions on 
ithe senses of feeling and sight, of which she 


and of returning consciousness, have no es- 
pecial significance, except as connected with 
a sense of Divine favor which rested on her 
spirit and confirmed her faith. The memo- 
randum is as follows: 


“12th mo. 30th, 1873. 
On Third-day night my mind was brought 


ifrom time to time, in answer to my prayers 
in my times of need? And now at the close 


TY |that we should be recalled to the one sound |of the year of 1873, I can thankfully acknowl- 


edged ‘the Lord has been my help and my 
shield.’ 

“ And now, as time passes on to the end of 
my days, I trust when they be no longer, that 
I may be permitted an entrance into his 
heavenly kingdom, there to join the spirits 
of those of my dear relatives, who are now 
safely at rest, I cannot doubt; and also of 
more recent date, as well as the sweet spirit 
‘of my dear husband, who died on the 23rd of 
\12th mo. 1860, sweetly sensible of his ap- 
proaching end, expressing to me very earn- 
estly, ‘I am going home.’” 


A Bible in a Hotel. 


A small party of friends, gathered about a 
cosy tea-table, were discussing the propriety 
lof the Bible Society placing copies of the Holy 
Scriptures in railroad cars, steamers, hotels, 
and other places of public resort. One or two 
of this party raised the objection to the prac- 
tice, that in such public places the Bible often 
received rade and careless treatment at the 

ands of irreverent and irreligious persons. 
After all the rest had expressed an opinion, a 
| woman, the sweet graces of whose Christian 
|character gave her a wide-reaching influence 
in the village, related this touching incident 
\of personal experience : 
It seems that two or three years after her 
lconversion and union with the Church, trou- 
|bles came upon her and her family. Instead 
of bearing her trials with patience and sub- 
| mission, she lost faith in the goodness of God, 
in his ever-watchful care, doubted the genuine- 
|ness of her conversion, ceased to pray, to read 
|her Bible, or to even think of seeking divine 
|guidance. While in this pitiable state, cir- 
‘cumstances made it imperative for her to visit 
ithe city of New York on a very painful mat- 
ter of business. She was of a retiring dispo- 
sition, unused to travelling, and had never 
|been in a large city. While on her journey, 
in the cars, a slight act of courtesy led her to 
make the acquaintance of a gentleman and 
\his wife, who took her under their protection, 
and after their arrival in the city, went out 





when he first turned his back upon the world,|into much thoughtfulness in prayer to my of the way to leave her at the entrance of a 
threw aside his classics, lest they should| Heavenly Father, that He would be pleased | respectable hotel. 


hinder his hearing of the Shepherd’s voice. to give me some evidence of his tender watch-| 


he ascended the stairs oppressed with an 
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almost overwhelming sense of loneliness, min- 
gled with the consciousness of an utter in- 
ability to perform the unpleasant errand she 
had in hand. On being ushered into the 
capacious and elegantly-furnished parlors she 
walked mechanically to a center-table, and 
opening the single book which lay on the 
marble top, her eye fell upon these words, “I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.’ An 
emotion of tenderness suddenly stole into her 
heart. Still bending over the precious book, 
the gathering tears beginning to dim her eyes, 
she read further on—* Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and forever.” The com- 
fort which these passages of Scripture brought 
to her it was impossible to describe. The 
black clouds of unbelief and doubt rolled 
away. The glorious sanlight of divine love 
and protection shone in upon her soul. She 
was no longer alone ; and this assurance came 
to ber heart like a balm and a blessing. Her 
perturbed and distracted mind was at rest 
now; the by gone joy, peace, and trust sat 
again upon the throne of her heart, and held 
more potent, loving sway than ever. ‘Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and forever !” 
she kept saying to herself over and over again. 

Quieted and perfectly self:poised now, she 
gave her orders with the assurance of an ex- 
perienced traveller. She ate a hearty supper, 
went to her room, and in time to her bed, 
with as great a sense of security as if she had 
been in her own house. She slept peacefully, 
and awoke at her usual time in the morning 
thoroughly refreshed. Unexpected facilities 
for transacting her trying business opened up 
on all sides. She was uniformly treated with 
respect. Her questions were promptly an- 
swered. She was marvellously aided in her 
quest, and her mission proved successful. 

Ilad it not been for that copy of the Bible, 
found so opportunely in her pathway, she was 
sure she would have taken the next return 
train to her distant home without making an 
effort even toward the accomplishment of her 
mission. The Bible in the hotel was in the 
right place.—American Messenger. 


a 


HYMN TO THE SEASONS. 


When Spring unlocks the flowers, to paint the laugh- 
ing soil; 

When Summer’s balmy showers refresh the mower’s 
toil ; 

When Winter binds in frosty chains the fallow and the 
flood 

In God the earth rejoiceth still, and owns his Maker 
good. 


Selected. 


The birds that wake the morning, and those that love 
the shade ; 

The winds that sweep the mountain, or lull the drowsy 
glade; 

The sun that from his amber bower rejoiceth on his way, 

The moon, and stars, their Maker’s name in silent 
pomp display. 


Shall man, the lord of nature, expectant of the sky,— 
Shall man alone unthankful, his little praise deny ? 
No,—let the year forsake his course, the seasons cease 
to be, 
Thee, Master, must we always love; and, Saviour, 
honor Thee. 


The flowers of Spring may wither,—the hope of Sum- 
mer fade,— 

The 2am droop in Winter,—the birds forsake the 
shade,— 

The wind be lulled,—the sun and moon forget their 
old decree,— 

But = in nature’s latest hour, O Lord! will cling to 

nee, 
-Bishop Heber. 


THE FRIEND. 


Selected. 


A ROYAL SERVICE. 


9? 


DEDICATED TO “THE WAITING ONES” IN THE KING- 
DOM AND PATIENCE OF JESUS CHRIST. 
Among the Master’s callings of high honor, 
One oftentimes we miss, 
Because our hearts, in their impatient yearning, 
Fail to perceive its bliss ; 


Fail to perceive the grandeur of its service, 
The deep, sweet joy it brings, 

And deem some other easier or nobler, 
With richer harvestings. 


And so we may not choose, but Christ appoints us 
The work of sitting still, 

And saith, ‘‘ My child, in quietness and patience 
This service now fulfil.” 


“ Since all these hours of weariness and waiting 
Are precious unto me, 

Each one must needs be freighted with some blessing, 
Love’s perfect choice for me.” 


Then think not thou art kept within the shadow 
Of long inactive years, 

Without some purpose infinitely glorious, 
Some harvest sown in tears. 


And so there comes a glory and a gladness 
Into the weary days, 

And in our hearts there shines a solemn radiance, 
Inwrought with quiet praise. 


We learn that we are given this sweet service 
Because the Master sees 

That thus his delegates must oft be fitted 
For higher embassies. 


We praise Him for these lonely hours of waiting, 
And, trusting, look above, 

Till all the hush and silence of their service 
Grows luminous with love. 


We muse upon that ministry at Nazareth, 
Until it seems to be 

A fellowship most sweet, a royal honor, 
To wait, O Christ, with Thee. 


And ever as we stand within the shadow 
Of those long years of thine, 

Our waiting days grow better, holier, grander, 
Their service more sublime ; 


Until at last we hear Thy dear voice saying, 
“ Child, I have need of thee 

To fill this vacant place of trust and honor, 
To do this work for Me.” 


And then, as fellow-workers with the Master, 
We shall arise and go 

Forth to the harvest-fields of earth, it may be, 
The reaper’s joy to know ; 


Or to some perfect, wondrous service yonder, 
Within that Holy Place, 

Where, veilless, in its full transfigured glory, 
His servants see his face. 


Selected. 
SOWING. 
Every one is sowing, both by word and deed; 
All mankind are growing, either wheat or weed ; 
Thoughtless ones are throwing any sort of seed. 


Serious ones are seeking seed already sown ; 
Many eyes are weeping, now the crop is grown ; 
Think upon the reaping—each one reaps his own. 


Surely as the sowing shall the harvest be— 
See what you are throwing over hill or lea, 
Words and deeds are growing for eternity. 


There is One all-knowing, looking on alway, 
Fruit to him is flowing, feeling for the day— 
Will your heart be glowing in the grand array ? 


Ye that would be bringing sheaves of golden grain 

Mind what you are bringing, both from hand and brain, 

Then ’mid glad songs singing, you shall glean great 
gain. 


—Littell’s Living Age. 


The most effectual way to be rich is not by 
enlarging our estates, but by contracting our 
desires. 


_ 


The Ponea Investigation, 

Senator Dawes of the Senate Committee to 
investigate the removal of the Ponca Indiang 
from their reservation has presented a report 
on this subject, recommending the passage of 
a bill he had previously introduced for their 
relief. 

The report opens with a brief history of 
the friendly relations of the United States 
with this tribe, which culminated in a treaty 
in 1858, by which the Poncas ceded to the 
United States a portion of the territory then 
occupied by them, in return for which the 
United States agreed to protect the Poncas in 
the possession of the tract of land reserved 
for their future homes and in their persons 
and property during good behavior on their 

art. 
. The report then says that in 1878 the Goy. 
ernment, in providing a reservation for the 
several bands of the Sioux Indians, madea 
treaty with those Indians including within 
the limits of their new reservation the entire 
Ponca reservation of 96,000 acres. The Com. 
mittee are unable to findin the Indian Bureau 
any reason for thus including this reservation, 
and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, they 
say, in his report for 1878, describes it asa 
blunder, in which opinion the present Secre- 
tary of the Interior coincides, but was unable 
to inform the Committee whether it was a 
blunder in policy or a mistake in boundaries, 

The Committee then refer to the action of 
Congress in 1876, which authorized the See- 
retary of the Interior to remove the Poncas 
to the Indian Territory after obtaining the 
consent of the tribe. No notice, the Com- 
mittee say, of this legislation was furnished 
to the tribe until communicated to them by 
E. C. Kemble, who arrived upon the reserva- 
tion in January, 1877, under orders from the 
Indian Bureau, to carry out the provisions of 
the law of 1876. 

After reviewing the testimony adduced be- 
fore the Committee bearing directly upon the 
transactions which resulted in the removal 
of the Poncas, the Committee find that the 
Poncas “ were one of the most peaceable of all 
the Indian tribes; that they were ae 
upon a reservation which they had occupie 
ever since they were known as a tribe, under 
words of absolute grant from the United 
States, accompanied by a covenant of peace- 
able enjoyment during their good behavior; 
that, without their knowledge and without 
compensation, and without a shadow of com- 
plaint against them as a tribe, the United 
States included their reservation by mistake 
of boundaries within the limits of the reserva- 
tion set apart for the Sioux ; that the United 
States has never undertaken to compensate 
them in any way for thus attempting to de- 
prive them of their home; that to relieve 
itself of the difficultes in which this mistake 
had involved the United States, the Govern- 
ment undertook to remove the Poncas from 
their home and provide for them elsewhere, 
and Congress authorized their removal to the 
Indian Territory, if they should give their 
free consent to such removal; that the Gov- 
ernment, failing to obtain such free consent, 
removed them by force, and placed them 
where they now are against their will, leav- 
ing their houses and all other property which 
they were unable to take with them, and 
lodging them in a hot and, to them, an in- 
hospitable climate; that they have suffered 
greatly from their removal to the present time, 





———— 


and have thereby been greatly diminished in 
pumbers; that they are at the present moment 
discontented, discouraged and disheartened, 
and are making no progress toward self-sup- 
ort; that this proceeding on the part of the 
Dnited States was without justification, and 


was a great wrong to this peaceable tribe of 


Indians, and demands at the hands of the 
United States speedy and full redress.” 

The report then enters upon a discussion 
of the question as to what should be the na- 
ture of that redress under existing circum- 
stances in view of the general Indian policy 
of the Government, and the effect it may have 
upon the neighboring tribes. The Committee 
admit that thisis a question of some difficulty 
and that the principal objection that it would 
involve trouble with the Sioux, to whom this 
reservation is now set apart, is combated by 
pointing to evidence that shows the Sioux 
are Willing that the Poncas should return to 
their old reservations providing the Govern- 
ment compensate the Sioux for the lands re- 
stored to the Poncas. 

The Committee, in conclusion, say they can 
see no valid objection, therefore, to that means 
of redress, which comes nearest to putting 
these Indians in precisely the condition they 
were in when the Government undertook to 
force them from their homes into the Indian 
Territory. They, therefore, report back the 
bill introduced by Dawes, and recommend its 
passage. 

The bill proposes to require the Secretary 
of the Interior to cause the Poncas to be re- 
turned witbout delay to their Dakota reser- 
vation, and provides that their title to the 
same shall be deemed valid, anything in the 
Sioux treaty to the contrary nothstanding. 

It also requires the Secretary of the Interior 
to restore to the Poncas’ “ use and enjoyment, 
in the same condition, as nearly as may be 
when left by them, all houses and other im- 
provements on personal property belonging 
to the tribe when removed from Dakota, and 
for all the foregoing purposes provides an ap- 
propriation of $50,000.” 

Sida ie anes For “The Friend.” 

Would it not be well for all of those who 
profess to be followers of Christ, each to en- 
deavor, prayerfully, to examine their own 
hearts, asking to be shown any thing which 
is not in accordance with His spirit. Surely 
some are not walking in the Light or there 
would be more of a unity of spirit, for “If we 
walk in the light, as He isin the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us 
from all sin.” 

Where there is not the true spiritual fellow- 
ship, as in many parts of our Society now, 
may all be willing to ask to be shown the 
cause, and for strength to walk in the foot. 
steps of our Saviour; seeking first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness, trusting 
that all things needful shall be added. 

Many of us profess to consecrate ourselves 
to the Lord ; is not this profession made some- 
times by some who do not really understand 
the importance of what they are doing? It 
has always seemed to me to be a great attain- 
ment to live a consecrated life so fully that 
we never spend an idle moment or a cent 
needlessly. We cannot live so unless we 
know of a continual abiding in One who said, 
“T am the vine ye are the branches,” then 
shall we bring forth fruit to his glory and 
honor. 


. 


THE FRIEND. 


For “The Friend,” 
John Bunyan. 

A series of small duodecimo volumes en- 
titled English Men of Letters, edited by John 
Morley, and written by popular authors, has 
been in the course of publication for some 
time, and though too concise to satisfy a de- 
sire for a thorough knowledge of any of the 
characters described, the books have proved 
desirable additions to the biographies of the 
day. One of these little volumes, and a pleas- 
antly written one, is a Life of John Bunyan, 
by J. A. Froude. Our attention was called 
to a passage in it by a friend where Froude 
asserts that our early Friends disbelieved the 
Divinity of Christ and the inspiration of the 
Scriptures. I felt ata loss how a writer of 
Froude’s reputation could make so strange 
an assertion when it would have taken but 
little research on his part to have found the 
falsity of the charge. On endeavoring to 
trace the matter I find he has founded his 
accusation against Friends on a long and dis- 
connected attack of Bunyan’s on Edward 
Burrough. The whole article, covering 33 
pages in his works, is little else than railing 
accusations against Edward Burrough, and 
by implication, his friends. Bunyan calls his 
tract a Vindication of Gospel Truths; Ed- 
ward Burrough answered it at considerable 
length. 

We who are of the same household of faith 
are not interested to go into those long-for- 
gotten disputations other than that we enter- 
tain a jealousy least the good name of our 
fathers sbould in any wise suffer by the care- 
lessness of such an one as Froude. Some ex- 
tracts from the letter of George Fox to the 
Governor of Barbadoes will set forth our early 
Friends’ views very clearly. He says: 

‘‘Whereas many scandalous lies and slan- 
ders have been cast upon us, to render us 
odious; as that, ‘ We deny God, Christ Jesus, 
and the Scriptures of Truth,’ &. This is to 
inform you, That all our books and declara- 
tions, which for these many years have been 
published to the world, clearly testify the 
contrary.” ‘And we own and believe in 
Jesus Christ, his beloved and only-begotten 
Son, in whom He is well pleased; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, and born of the 
Virgin Mary; in whom we have redemption 
through his blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins; who is the express image of the Invisi- 
ble God, the first-born of every creature, by 
whom were all things created that are in 
heaven and in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, dominions, princi- 
palities, or powers; all things were created 
by Him. And we own and believe that He 
was made a sacrifice for sin, who knew no 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth;| 
that He was crucified for us in the flesh, with- 
out the gates of Jerusalem; and that He was} 
buried, and rose again the third day, by the 
power of his Father, for our justification ; and 
that He ascended up into heaven, and now 
sitteth at the right hand of God. This Jesus, | 
who was the foundation of the holy prophets 
and apostles, is our foundation; and we be- 
lieve there is no other foundation to be laid 
but that which is laid, even Christ Jesus : | 
who tasted death for every man, shed his 
blood for all men, is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only, but also for the} 
sins of the whole world: according as John! 
the Baptist testified of Him, when he said, 
‘Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away 
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the sin of the world,’ John i. 29. We believe 
that He alone is our Redeemer and Saviour, 
the captain of our salvation, who saves us 
from sin, as well as from hell and the wrath 
to come, and destroys thé devil and his works; 
He is the Seed of the woman that bruises the 
serpent’s head, to wit, Christ Jesus, the Alpha 
and Omega, the First and the Last. He is (as 
the Scriptures of Truth say of Him) our wis- 
dom, righteousness, justification, and redemp- 
tion ; neither is there salvation in any other, 
for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we may be saved. He 
alone is the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls; 
He is our Prophet, whom Moses long since 
testified of, saying, ‘A prophet shall the Lord 
your God raise up unto you of your brethren, 
like unto me; Him shall ye hear in all things, 
whatsoever He shall say unto you: and it 
shall come to pass, that every soul which 
will not hear that prophet shall be destroyed 
from among the people,’ Acts, iii. 22, 23. He 
is now come in Spirit, ‘and hath given us an 
understanding, that we may know him that 
is true.’ He rules in our hearts by his law 
of love and life, and makes us free from the 
law of sin and death. We have no life, but 
by Him; for He is the quickening Spirit, the 
second Adam, the Lord from heaven, by 
whose blood we are cleansed, and our con- 
sciences sprinkled from dead works, to serve 
the living God. He is our Mediator, who 
makes peace and reconciliation between God 
offended and us offending; He being the Oath 
of God, the new covenant of light, life, grace, 
and peace, the author and finisher of our faith. 
This Lord Jesus Christ, the heavenly man, 
the Emmanuel, God with us, we all own and 
believe in; He whom the high-priest raged 
against, and said He had spoken blasphemy ; 
whom the priests and elders of the Jews took 
counsel together against, and put to death; 
the same whom Judas betrayed for thirty 
pieces of silver, which the priests gave him as 
a reward for his treason; who also gave large 
money to the soldiers to broach an horrible 
lie, namely, ‘ That his disciples came by night, 
and stole Him away while we slept.’ After 
He was risen from the dead, the history of 
the Acts of the apostles sets forth how the 
chief priests and elders persecuted the disci- 
ples of this Jesus, for preaching Christ and 
his resurrection. This, we say, is that Lord 
Jesus Christ, whom we own to be our life and 
salvation.” 

“Concerning the Holy Scriptures, we be- 
lieve they were given forth by the holy Spirit 
of God, through the holy men of God, who 
(as the Scripture itself declares, 2 Pet. i. 21,) 
‘spoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.’ We believe they are to be read, be- 
lieved, and fulfilled (be that fulfils them is 
Christ); and they are ‘profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instraction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works,’ 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17; and are able to 
“make wise unto salvation, through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.’ We believe the 
Holy Scriptures are the words of God; for it 
is said in Exodus xx. 1, ‘God spake all these 
words, saying; &c., meaning the ten com- 
mandments given forth upon Mount Sinai. 


‘And in Rev. xxii. 18, saith John, ‘I testify to 


every man that heareth the words of the 
prophecy of this book, if any man shall add 
unto these,’ and ‘if any man shall take away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy’ 
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THE FRIEND. 
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(not the Word), &. Soin Luke i. 20: ‘ Be-jhas been elected six times to fill the office he|and joy, in the Holy Spirit.—Life of Joh, 


cause thou believest not my words.’ 


we call the Holy Scriptures as Christ, the 
apostles, and holy men of God called them, 
viz., the words of God.’’ 





“ Freedmen’s Paradise.” 


Under this head, Dr. S. W. Marston writes 
to the Religious Herald concerning the colored 
people in Beaufort Co., 8. C.: 

Whatever hindrances and opposition, im- 
aginary or real, may be said to exist in other 
portions of the South to mar the happiness 
and retard the progress and prosperity of the 
freedmen, thereby causing them to migrate to 
Kansas, Africa, and elsewhere, it is apparent 
from éxisting facts that, in the above-named 
county they are contented and happy. Here 
they enjoy all the rights and privileges vouch- 
safed to any class of United States citizens. 
Here they are largely in the ascendency as 
to numbers, and exercise rights of suffrage 
without fear of molestation. Politically, they 
have it all their own way. And on this ac- 
count I suppose it is, that Beaufort County is 
called all over the State, “ The Black County.” 

By the exigencies of the war, this county, 
made up mostly of islands, and once owned 
by wealthy planters, was confiscated for taxes, 
and placed upon the market for sale in such 
a way that the lands could be bought in small 
tracts, ranging from ten to one hundred acres 
each. The colored people purchased the most 
of it; and now nearly all who live upon it 


are landlords—that is, they own the lands| 


they cultivate. They work for themselves. 
And as the very choicest kind of cotton known 
in the world, called the ‘‘Sea Island Cotton,” 
grows in this county, and scarcely anywhere 
else, itis easy to see what superior advantages 
for thrift and prosperity the people here enjoy. 

The population of the county is about 40,- 
000, and of this number 30,000 are blacks. 
The island of St. Helena alone contains 10,- 
000 blacks and only seventy-five whites; and 
in the city of Beaufort, the county seat, there 
are 3,000 blacks and only 1,800 whites. These 
statistics clearly show that the colored people 
have it all their own way, if they choose to. 

Let us now consider their financial con- 
dition, and see if they have made a good use 
of their opportunities. I am told that there 
are on these cotton-growing islands, 2,700 men 
who are heads of families; that they live in 
good houses, own their own farms, ride in 
their own carriages, and wear “made to order” 
broad-cloth clothes to church; that in the 
city of Beaufort, there are not less than 500 
families that own the residences they live in 


—many of which indicate, by their external | 


appearance and surroundings, that the inmates 
possess a high degree of social refinement, 
and are prosperous and happy. It is said to 
be a very rare thing to see a colored beggar 
upon the streets asking for food, raiment, or 
shelter. 

But the most remarkable fact of all is, that 
in this county of 40,000 people—three-fourths 
of whom are blacks—not a single murder has 
been committed since the war, and that only 
an average of ten criminals, during the past 
four years, has been in the hands of the law. 
These facts are from the records of the sheriff's 
office, and were given to me by Alfred Wil- 
liams, the Mayor of Beaufort, who, by the suf- 
frage of the people, both black and white, 


And in|now occupies; and who, I judge, is a man of} Conran, 
John v. 47; xv. 7; xiv. 23; xii.47. So that|undoubted integrity and veracity. 





Now, if we accept newspaper reports as Friend, Don’t Swear, 

correct, there have been in the other counties} Upon going into a wagon-shop, a few days 
of South Carolina, during the past four months, |since, the first thing that met our gaze wag 
twenty-six murders and sixteen assaults with |the above sentence, printed in large capitals, 
intent to kill. We may well ask, Why this|and posted up in a conspicuous place. 

difference? Why should the people of Beau-| These three short words were suggestive, 
fort County be so much more peaceable than | First, they gave undoubted proof that some 
those of other counties of the State? It can-|one connected with the shop was a man who 
not be simply because so large a proportion|had not forgotten God’s injunction not to 
of its citizens are colored people, nor because|take his namein vain. Second, they showed 
the few whites living there are so much bet-/that he wished others to remember the same 
ter than the white people in the rest of the|injunction; and third, they showed, we 
State. I am inclined to the opinion, that it|thought, that he had taken a very good way 
is because the colored people in this county |to give them a warning to that effect. There 
own the lands they cultivate and the houses}was nothing harsh about it—perfectly cool 
they live in; and this possession of real estate |and mild, indeed something pleasant—“Friend, 
has so inspired their industry and manhood, |don’t Swear”’—just as though a peculiar in. 
and developed their self-respect, as to make | terest was felt in each individual who might 
them lovers of good order in society. As ajreadit. It might have read, “ No swearing 
general rule, any man, black or white, feels|allowed here,” “All profanity forbidden here,” 
better and behaves better, and does better in|or any other peremptory command; but we 
every respect, when he works for himself on|doubt whether either would have accom- 


{his own land, than he does when working for |plished so much as the simple request “ Friend, 


another by the day, month or year, or even |don’t Swear.” 
when cultivating land on shares. 
Allowing this to be the correct view of the} 


Would it not be well if, in re- 
proving all kinds of iniquity, we were to use 
more mildness, and notso much denunciation? 
matter, may we not go a little further and| Now, we have known some good men, indeed 
say that the elevation, prosperity and peace |Christian men, who, ofcourse, would not for the 
of the freedmen of the South can best be pro-| world swear themselves, but who, neverthe. 
moted by giving them an opportunity to ob-|less, would seem very much delighted with a 
tain, individually, an interest in the land they | well told story, even though it abounded in 
cultivate? They have muscle and mind—the |oaths, and would laugh heartily at a joke, 
\two elements of honest wealth—and when|even though a serious subject was the butt of 
these are stimulated by the opportunity to|it. But this sentence, on the contrary, had 
purchase lands to live upon and cultivate, [|the same solemn, gentle admonition to all 
| believe they will become an industrious, frugal, |such—‘ Friend, don’t Swear.” We are in- 
\and happy people. formed that the effect of this silent yet ever- 

——+>+—— speaking little sentence of truth was most 
happy; that, although frequented by all classes 
of men, an oath was rarely heard in that shop. 





In the agitations of the present life, beset 
and perplexed as we are with troubles, how 


natural it is to seek earnestly some place of We long for such purity of public sentiment, 
rest! and hence it is that we so often reveal that the face of every respectable man should 
our cares and perplexities to our fellow-men,|bear on its every lineament such a legible 
and seek comfort and strength from that/and unmistakable “Friend, don’t Swear’ as 
source. But the sanctified soul, having ex-/would effectually awe down the terrible pro- 
perienced the uncertainties of all human aids, |fanity which is now so abounding—that the 
turns instinctively to the great God; and ‘awful swearing because of which the land 


hiding itself in the presence and protection ‘mourneth, might entirely and forever cease. 
of the divine existence, it reposes there, as in |— Selected. 
a strong tower, which no enemies can con- 
‘quer, and, as on an everlasting rock, which Religious Items, &e. 
no floods can wash away. It knows thein-| R. L. Stanton, in the W. Y. Independent, de- 
structive import of that sublime exclamation |scribes the effect of remorse, and the change 
\of the psalmist, “My soul, wait thou only |it produced in the character of Charles Reade, 
upon God; for my expectation is from Him.” the novelist. 
—T. C. Upham. “Tts immediate occasion was the death of 
—— Mrs. Seymour, (a personal friend,) and it is 
In this meeting I had to remind them of just at this point that a rather romantic in- 
that declaration that we have all sinned and terest attends the case. A strong attachment 
fallen short, but how far, or the extent, we between C. Reade and this lady had existed 
ought each to seek to know for ourselves, |for many years, and in her house, amid his 
Our great adversary endeavors to palliate, |loneliness, and in her society, he found a home 
and is very expert in using arguments to set\and a friend. Upon her death, after a very 
us at ease in our sins; but if we bring them |brief illness, Mr. Reade was plunged into deep 
to the discovering light of Christ in our minds,|sorrow. He bitterly reproached himself for 
|we shall see them as they are in the sight of|/his influence upon Mrs. Seymour’s opinions. 
\God, where no palliations or excuses will/This added greatly to the pangs he suffered 
cover them from his righteous judgments, |at her loss. ‘ But for my influence,’ as he said, 
which will be revealed against every thing |referring to his ‘rationalistic views,’ as I un- 
that is not of his own begetting; therefore I}derstood, ‘she might have been an eminent 
exhorted Friends to bring their deeds to this/saint ; and now, if she is not saved, I am re- 
light, that they may pass under the flaming sponsible for it.’ This self-reproach was the 
sword, for nothing that is unclean, or done in keen edge of Mr. Reade’s grief, and his ex- 
the will of the creature, will be permitted to quisite sensibilities were so moved that he 
‘enter that kingdom which is purity, peace, almost sank under it.” 
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Feet Washing.—On Holy Thursday the 
Emperor and Empress of Austria, in the 
resence of their whole Court, of the Privy 
Council, the Diplomatic Corps, and the su- 
perior officers of the Vienna Garrison, washed 
the feet of twenty-four poor old men and 
women, having previously served these vener- 
able paupers with a plentiful meal, placing 
the several dishes before their humble guests 
with their own hands. After the old people 
had partaken of the good things provided for 
them by the Imperial bounty, the tables were 
cleared by Imperial Archdukes and Ladies of 
Honor. The feast consisted of four courses, 
conveyed into the banqueting-hall by noble 
yeomen and patrician pages, under the direc- 
tion of Kinsky, the High-Cook Marshall. At 
its conclusion the feet-washing ceremony took 
lace, a court chaplain reading aloud from 
Holy Writ during the performance of this 
ancient rite. Subsequently a purse contain- 
ing thirty pieces of silver, was presented by 
the Emperor to each of the old men, and by 
the Empress to each of the venerable dames, 
one of whom had all but attained her hun- 
dredth year, while the youngest of the twelve 
was a hearty octogenarian.” 

The service was in supposed fulfilment of 
Christ’s injunction to “wash one another's 
feet.” — Christian Statesman. 

Protestant churches are multiplying very 
rapidly in Italy. Of churches which have 
services in a foreign tongue for foreign peo- 
le there are fifty ; of churches composed of 
italian converts from Catholicism there are 
130, of which the Methodists have forty-four, 
the Vaudois thirty-nine, the Free Church 
twenty-one, the Baptists nineteen, the Ply- 
mouth brethren fifteen. 






































Natural History, Science, &e. 





the mountain-sides of this country are re- 
markably steep, and the loose blocks on them 
sharp and angular, without a trace of weather- 
ing. Fora time we considered the angularity 
of the loose fragments as evidence that the 
continent was of comparatively recent forma- 
tion, but we afterward heard the operation 
actually going on by which the boulders are 
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Effect of the Sun on the Rocks.—Several of 
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which has an average depth of from four to 
seven feet from its head to the canal that 
connects it with the Aucilla—a distance of 
about ten miles. We also visited several of 
the numerous springs that supply the vast 
expanse of water, and among the number 
what is known as the ‘ Big Spring’—a very 
ordinary name for one of the grandest and 
most beaatifal of springs in the entire South. 
It forms a circular basin, forty or fifty yards 
across, and its depth isunknown. The water 
is clear, and when illuminated by the rays of 
a noonday sun, probably hundreds of feet be- 
low the surface, can be seen the trunks and 
branches of large trees, covered with small 
particles of shell that glisten like diamonds ; 
and the impetus of the water as it rushes in 
a vast volume from the spring, forces upward 
myriads of small shells that permeate the en- 
tire basin, and have the appearance of sprays 
of brilliants. A close inspection also reveals 
the fact that this basin is surrounded, many 
feet below the surface of the water, by jagged 
walls of rock, and the outlet to the same in 
its passage to the Wacissa river is protected 
on either side by what appears to be a solid 
mass of nature’s masonry.” 

The powers of the various kinds of building 
stone to resist pressure and atmospheric in- 
fluences are well-known, but there scarcely 
ever occurs an extensive fire which does not 
emphasize the need of better information as 
to the effect of heat upon stone. This need 
Hiram A. Cutting, State Geologist of Ver- 
mont, has undertaken to supply by a series 
of experiments, the first result of which is to 
confirm and give exactness to the general im- 
pression that granite is a poor heat-resister, 
and the second to show that there is wide 
choice—even in granite—in this respect. He 
tested 22 specimens of the best-known quar- 
ries, and found that while all were unaffected 
by 500 deg. of heat, damage usually began at 
600 deg., was serious and frequent at 800 deg., 
and at 1,000 deg. all the specimens were 
ruined, the stone from Mt. Desert standing 
the test, perbaps, better than any other. He 
gives it as his opinion that the effect of water 
on heated granite is rather apparent than 
real. The importance of this information is 





split into these sharp fragments. The rocks| very great, especially to builders and insurers. 
are heated by the torrid sun during the day|In spite of these hints, this favorite stone will 
tosuch an extent that one is sometimes startled| probably continue to be used in “ fire-proof” 
on sitting down on them after dusk to fiod) buildings, and possibly without serious dan- 
them quite too hot for the flesh, protected by | ger, if it is only used in very solid walls; but 
only thin trousers, to bear. The thermometer) to use it in building supporting columns, ts- 
eee on them rises to 137° in thesun. These pecially within the walls, is only to invite the 
eated surfaces, cooling from without by the! gutting of the whole interior of the building 
evening air, contract more externally than /if a fire should break out. 
within, and the unyielding interior forces off, Saffron.—This is largely cultivated in the 
the outer parts to a distance of one or two|valley of Cashmere. It flowers in the Tenth 
feet. Let any one in a rocky place observe| month, and when the blossoms open, they 
the fragments that have been thus shot off,/are plucked, and the different colored stamens 
and he will find in the vicinity pieces from a| picked out and separated. The red and white 
few ounces to one or two hundred pounds in} only are_of value, the yellow being generally 
weight, which exactly fit the new surface of given to the cattle. The former after proper 
the original block; and he may hear in the| preparation, yield the saffron, which is used 
evenings among the hills, where sound travels|in medicine, as a dye-stuff, and in oriental 
readily, the ringing echo of the report.—D. | cooking. 
Livingstone. qn 

The Crystal Spring of the Wacissa river is} Howto Obey.—In a panic in a public school, 
thus described by the Monticello Constitu-| caused by the ery of fire, one little girl sat 
tion: “Although our residence in Jefferson) perfectly still. On being asked why she did 
county dates back more than twenty years,|/so, she said: “ My father is a fireman, and 
on last Saturday for the first time we floated) told me if the school should be afire I would 
on the clear and sparkling waters of the/be far safer to sit in my place until the rash 

acissa river, and were really surprised at} was over, and then get out quietly.” She 
the magnitude and beauty of the stream, ' knew how to obey. 
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It is not uncommon for ministers of other 
denominations to use, near the conclusion of 
their public prayers, a form of words about as 
follows: ‘“‘ We ask all these things in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.” Of latter years 
we have frequently heard ministers of our 
own religious Society use the same formula, 
or some modification of it, such as, “ We ask 
these things in the all-availing name of Jesus.” 
We have often been unpleasantly impressed 
on such occasions with a fear that those who 
thus spoke attached in their minds some virtue 
or influence to the mere use of these words, 
independently of that Divine power or unction 
which alone renders prayer availing. The 
word Name is often used in the Scriptures as 
synonymous with power, as where the Proverb 
says: ‘The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower. The righteous runneth into it and is 
safe ;” and the propbet Micah declares, “ We 
will walk in the name of the Lord our God 
forever.” In this sense of the word, it is very 
true that all our petitions ought to be offered 
in the name, that is in the living power and 
virtue of Christ; but to introduce into them 
such a formula, or any other expressions which 
do not arise from the prompting of the Lord 
Himself, is inconsistent with the real nature 
of prayer, which is the outpouring of the soul 
to its Creator as inspired by his own Holy 
Spirit, 

This subject is by no means a new one in 
our history—as may be shown by the follow- 
ing extract from the writings of William 
Bayly, one of the early members and min- 
isters among Friends. He says :— 


“ There is a great noise by way. of objection 
among many of the professors in this age, 
against the people called Quakers; which is 
on this wise, viz: ‘We do not understand,’ 
say they, ‘that you ever pray to God in the 
name of Jesus, or in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, &c., though we grant you often 
preach and pray, and many good exhortations 
there are to be heard among you, but we sel- 
dom or never hear you preach or pray in the 
name of Jesus.’ * ° * 

To which I shall endeavor to answer as I 
have received of the Lord. * * * 

I do affirm, that they who preach and pray 
in the spirit and power and light and wisdom 
of God, do pray in the name of Jesus, for 
Jesus is but a name which was given unto 
that which was before that name was. * * 

Now if any pray or preach or speak in the 
power of God, and in the wisdom of God, they 
do it in the name of Jesus; or if any pray in 
the truth and the life and the way, they pray 
in the name of Jesus; and if any pray in the 
true light and spirit of God (which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world), they 
pray in the name of Jesus.” 


Isaac Penington also refers to this subject 
in one of his letters, saying : 


“ A second thing wherein professors griev- 
ously mistake, is, about praying in the name of 
Christ ; in which name, he that asketh, re- 
ceiveth ; and, out of which, there is no right 
asking of the Father. They think that pray- 
ing in the name of Christ, consists in using 
some outward words, as, ‘ Do this for thy 
Son’s sake,’ or, ‘ We beg of thee in Christ’s 
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name; whereas, that in the heart which 
knoweth not the Father, may use such words ; 
and that which is taught of the Father to 
pray, and prayeth in the Son, may not be led 
to use those words. The name, wherein the 
asking and acceptance is, is living; and he 
that prayeth in the motion of the Spirit, and 
in the power and virtue of the Son’s life, he 


prayeth in the name and his voice is owned of 


the Father; and not the other, who hath 
learned in his own will, time and spirit, to 
use those words relative to the Son.” 


In the article in our last number, entitled, 
Polished Shafts, taken from The British Friend, 
there are allusions and cautions which may 
not be fully appreciated by some of our readers 
in the limits of Philadelphia and Ohio Yearly 
Meetings, who have not had much oppor- 
tunity of observing what is transpiring in 
other places. We refer especia!ly to those 
paragraphs which speak of the demand for 
ministers and teachers as evidencing that 
some under our name do not realize the value 
of the testimony borne by our Society to the 
“reality and the sufficiency of the Divine 
Presence” to teach those who wait upon God. 

In attending some meetings outside of the 
two Yearly Meetings referred to, and in read- 
ing the reports of the proceedings of others, 
and the communications from their members 
published in some of the Journals of the day, 
it is painful to observe how outward the views 
of many have become, and how largely their 
reliance seems to be placed on public preach- 
ing for any growth in the Church, or even for 
the preservation of the members who now 
belong to it. We do not undervalue a true 
gospel ministry, which is a great blessing to 
the church; but unless our members are 
brought to be acquainted with Him who 
teacheth in the secret of the soul as never 
man taught, and learn to look up to Him for 
wisdom and strength, they will be like those 
of whom the apostle spoke, who were ever 
learning and never able to come to the knowl 
edge of the truth. 


A Friend in a Western State has sent usa 
copy of the Weekly Bulletin of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association of Richmond, In- 
diana, for 5th mo. 7th last, in which, among 
other announcements of services at the dif- 
ferent places of worship to be held on the 
following First-day, it is published that “S. 
M. Grannis [who in another page of the Bul- 
letin is styled a ‘noted gospel-singer’], will 
sing at Fifth Street Friends’ Meeting-house 
in the morning.” 


° | 
It is also stated that, “In the afternoon, at 
3.30, a mass praise service will be held in the|the whole question of the revision of the tariff laws. 


Indiana Yearly Meeting-house,” in which two 
of the noted gospel-singers, and other prominent 
individuals “ will participate.” Cordial invi- 
tation to the public is extended. 

Such incidents furnish convincing evidence 
of the extent to which the testimonies and 
usages of our Society are departed from by 
those who open the meeting-houses of Friends 
to exhibitions so inconsistent with its princi- 
ples; and they tend to quench the hopes of 
those who would gladly see in the different 
Yearly Meetings, a more lively concero to re- 
turn to the standard of doctrine and practice 
which our forefathers exhibited to the world. 

It is an illustration of the truth stated in an 
article in our last issue, that “ Every relapse 
from the fullest and most practical recognition 
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of the presence and sufficiency of our Lord,|$4.75 a $5.25; western do., at $5 a $6, and patents at 
has been marked by a craving for more of en eee an = mg fom ovine al 

ee s eR aia, S rrain.— neat 1s strong, Dut lacks vitality, ales 
. isible and human instrumentality 7m wor 4,000 bushels red at $198 $1.28}, and amber at ry 
ship. Rye is selling at 88 cts. for Pennsylvania. Corn meets 
with a fair inquiry at full prices. Sales of 6000 bushels 
rejected at 49} a 514 cts., steamer at 50 a 50} cts. ; mixed 
at 51 a 51} cts., and yellow at 52 a 53 cts. Oats are 
dull. Sales of 4200 bushels mixed at 38 cts., and white 
at 394.a 43 cts. The receipts 6th mo. 5th were as fol- 
lows: 2840 barrels flour, 59,000 bushels wheat, 134,000 
bushels corn, 500 bushels rye, 25,200 bushels of oats, 

Hay and straw market, for week ending 6th mo, dth, 
1880.—Loads of hay, 292; straw, 61. Average price 
during the week : Prime timothy, $1.15 a $1.30 per 100 
pounds ; mixed, $1.10 to $1.20; straw, 1.25 a $1.40, 

Wool.—There is no change of importance to notice 
in the position of this market. The small sales made 
were generally a few cents lower than the previous 
week, 

Oils.—Prime Lard, 55 cts.; No. 1, 49 cts.; No. 2, 43 
cts. Neats foot, extra, 70 a 75 cts.; No. 1, 65, and No, 
2,55 cts. Linseed, 68 cts. Sperm, crude, 49 a 50 cts,; 
extra bleached winter, $1.17 a $1.20. 

Beef cattle were in good demand, and prices were a 
fraction higher : 2400 head sold at the different yards at 
3} a 5} cts. per Ib. as to condition. 

Cows were dull: 190 head sold at the different yards 
at $20 a $50 per head. 

Sheep were a fraction higher ; 8000 head sold at the 
different yards at 3} a 5} cts. per lb., and lambs 5 a8 
ets per Ib. 

Hogs were in demand at former rates: 4500 head 
sold at the different yards at 6 a 6} cts. per lb., as to 
quality. 

ForeiGN.—The Dublin correspondent of the Times 
says: “ Accounts from all parts of the country regard- 
ing the state of the crops give the highest promise of 
abundance.” 

The committee to distribute the New York Herald 

Philadelphia exhibitors received thirty-two prizes at | relief fund, are giving special attention to the needs of 
the Sydney (Australia) International Exhibition. children. One of the committee says: “ We are now 
| John Elk, a Winnebago Indian, has sued a Ward | giving breakfasts to considerably more than fifty thou- 

Register in Omaha, Neb., for $6000 damages, for refus- {sand poor children. The average attendance at the 
| fusing to register him at the late municipal election. |schools in the distressed districts has largely increased, 
| His petition alleges that he is an Indian, born within|and we are in receipt of numberless most touching 
the United States, and that more than a year previous|letters from all parts of the country, testifying to the 
to the grievance complained of, he had severed his|immense importance of this part of your committee's 
tribal relations, and surrendered himself to the jurisdic-| work. We have also clothed several thousand boys and 
tion of the United States, and avers that under the four- | girls, employing not only poor seamstresses in Dublin, 
teenth amendment he is a citizen of the United States, |but also people in distant villages in the manufacture 
and entitled to the rights and privileges of citizenship. | of goods.” 

Advices from Fort Walsh, Manitoba, report trouble} The Empress of Russia died on the 3rd inst., in her 
; between the American and Canadian Indians; several |fifth-sixth year. 

slight conflicts have occurred. Intelligence has reached St. Petersburg that the 

In 1879, 1032 persons were killed and 3573 injured, | Chinese are massing large bodies of troops on the Rus- 
on the railways of Great Britain. According to the|sian frontier, and that an attack is expected without 
Railroad Gazette, from 5th mo, 1879, to the end of 4th |the formality of a declaration of war. 
mo. 1880, 180 persons were killed, and 644 injured, on| A telegram referring to the famine in Kurdistan, 
| the railroads of the United States. The very fast rates | Armenia and Western Persia, states that forty thousand 
}at which trains are run in England, are considered | persons must be fed for two months, if they are kept 

largely responsible for the great loss of life which re-jalive. A great many people have already died of 
sults from accidents. starvation. 

At the Brewers’ National Convention recently held| Information has been received from Paris, that the 
in Buffalo, it was stated that there are now in the United | government has resolved to close all the Jesuit establish- 
States more than 2000 breweries, which annually con- | ments on the 13th inst., without further warning. ° 
sume 35,000,000 bushels of barley and 35,000,000 pounds| The ovening of the Mount Vesuvius Railway took 
of hops. place on the 6th inst. Several successful ascents were 

The U.S. Senate has passed the Eaton bill, which |made. The time occupied on the journey from the foot 
provides for the appointment of nine commissioners |of the mountain to the terminus of the railway, was 
from civil life, to be selected by the President, and sub- | eight minutes. 
|ject to the approval of the Senate, who are'to consider| Lt is reported that the cattle plague has reappeared 
on the island of Cyprus, and that 2000 animals have 
died, out of a total of 100,000 in the island. 


“The Pennsylvania Society for the Protec- 
tion of Children from Cruelty,” incorporated 
in 1877, in an appeal to the citizens of Phila- 
delphia for aid, state, that during the three 
years of its existence it has been called upon 
to care for and protect more than three thou- 
sand children, which it has been able to do 
effectually, sometimes by good counsel, at 
others by stern and timely warning or the 
appeal to law, and always by careful subse- 
quent supervision. Nine hundred of these 
children it has been obliged to remove from 
under the charge of cruel and unnatural 
parents, or of guardians who had abused their 
trust, and by decree of the proper court it 
has placed them in safe and better keeping. 
And in noinstance has any charge of improper 
interference between parent and child, guar- 
dian and ward, master and apprentice, been 
made good against this Society; the decision 
of the court being invariably in its favor. 

Its office is 1406 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


Unirep Strates.—During the 5th month the public 
debt shows a reduction of $15,928,033—a rate of pay- 
ment of more than half a million per day—at which 
rate the whole debt could be cancelled within seven or 
| eight years. 


| 


They are to report the result of their investigation from 
time to time, and make a final report by the first of 
next year. The bill is now before the House. 

The army worm is reported to be devastating the 
wheat, corn, and timothy crops, in portions of Ocean 
and Monmouth counties, N. J. They appeared sud- 
denly, and in some instances destroyed acres of wheat 
and grass in one night before they were discovered. 

The number of deaths in Philadelphia during last 
week was 355, an increase of 49 over the previous week. 
Of this number 207 were adults and 148 children. Joseph S. Elkinton, 325 Pine St., Philadelphia. 

Markets, &e.—U. 8S. sixes, 1881, registered, L034 5 | axe 
| coupon, 1064; 5’s, 103; 44’s, 1093; 4’s, 1094. a ee ee Ae a . 

Trade in all departments continues inactive, but Diep, near Crosswicks, N. J., on the yo of — 
prices generally have been comparatively steady. month, 1880, Epwakp THorn, a elder of C — We 

Cotton was quiet but firm. Sales of middlings at 12 Monthly Meeting, in the ao of his — al 
a 12} cts. per pound for uplands and New Orleans. have the consoling belief that his peace was made, a 

Petroleum is dull at 7} cts. for refined in barrels, and | hat our loss was his eternal gain. 
at 11 cts. for do. in cases. 

Flour is dull and prices are weak. Sales of 900 bbls., 
Minnesota extras, at $4.80 a $6.25; Penna. family at 


WANTED 
A Friend and his wife, to take charge of the Farm at 
Tunessassa, and to have the general superintendence of 
the school and family at that place. 
Application may be made to 
Samuel Morris, Olney P. O., Philadelphia. 
Joseph L. Bailey, Pine Iron Works, Berks Co., Pa. 


WILLIAM H. PILE, PRINTER, 
No. 422 Walnut Street. 
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